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American Indian Activities Committee

Chairman: Patrick Hayes

Adviser: Mark Hayes

Host Lodge: Ini-To 324

Lawhorn Scout Reservation

Once this document is approved by the Council of Chiefs it is the responsibility of each Lodge Chief and Lodge Adviser to make note of any changes and to present these guidelines to their Lodge as the official competition rules for 2011 SR-9 American Indian Activities.

The American Indian Activities Committee will provide the following competitions:

1. Team Singing and Drumming Competition

- Please note that the special song for team singing and drumming must either be a Veterans’ Song or a Flag Song.

2. Team Dance Competition      

3. Individual Dance Competition and Outfit Evaluation for the following styles:

· Men’s Traditional 

· Grass Dance

· Old Time Sioux (Chicken Dance if no separate category)

· Straight Dance

· Men’s Fancy Dance

The American Indian competition will follow a traditional Pow-Wow format. Individual Dancers may register on site up until Grand Entry. All judging and scoring will follow National Order of the Arrow guidelines. Outfit evaluation is not required to compete, but is recommended. All lodges are in encouraged to bring tipis, please check in with AIA staff before setup. 

American Indian Activities Competitions Guidelines
TEAM SINGING AND DRUMMING
Singing will be done in a team fashion. Teams will be required to sing two songs which must have written documentation that lodges will need to send to the AIA Chairman with pre-registration materials.

An award will be given to the 1st, 2nd & 3rd place teams. The judging criteria listed are guidelines and are subject to interpretation by judges. All judges’ decisions are final.

1. All singing will be done in a team fashion. Each lodge should bring its own drum and drum sticks.

2. Written documentation is required for each song.

3. Teams will be required to sing one special song, and one song of the team’s choosing.

4.  The songs are restricted to Southern and Northern Plains singing.

5. Teams will be judged on the authenticity and quality of presentation of songs.

6. All participants must be under 21 years of age, from the same lodge, and registered for the Conclave.

7. Songs will last a minimum of two minutes, and a maximum of ten minutes.

8. Check in with the Dance Events Chairman prior to the start of the AIA competition on Saturday.

9. A representative of each team must be present at the team and judges meeting. 
TEAM DANCE 

Pre-Registration Information

In order for a lodge to participate in the team Dance Competition at the Conclave, the following information must be submitted to the American Indian Activities Adviser by March 31st.
A. A brief description of the dance as you will perform it.

B. Brief historical background of the dance.

C. Brief historical background of the song or songs used in the dance.

D. Graphic description of any and all props used (include pictures and/or drawings).

E. Graphic description of the outfits you have made for the dance (include pictures and/or drawings).

F. Type of musical accompaniment used.

G. Complete list of references you have used to research your dance, i.e., books, hobbyist, etc. The name, address and phone number of a contact person representing the team is also required.

H. Lodge name and number.

I. Contact person name and telephone number

This information must be typed and assembled in a suitable binder. Teams are also required to bring at least one copy of the above-stated information to the Conclave for judging purposes.

Submissions after March 31st and registrations at the Conclave will be approved only by the Dance Chairman after consultation with the Section Chief and may result in a penalty for failing to pre-register.
A. General Rules:

1. A group dance team shall consist of four or more members, with a minimum of three dancers. Arrowmen from a lodge must perform one of more dances from a specific group during a ten minute period.

2. The dance should be a Historical Team Dance.

3.  All dancers must be from the same lodge and all must be under 21.

B. Acceptable Historical Team Dances:

1. Non religious dances: acceptable if it’s in good taste.

2. Religious, sacred, or society dances are not acceptable. This determination will be made by the Dance Chairman and the Native American Affairs Advisor.

3. Dances that are kept so secret that information on them is incomplete are prohibited.

4. No part of a protected species is permitted on any outfit.

5. American flags should not be used as outfit apparel per the guidelines of the United States Code. Therefore, no type of U.S. Flag will be permitted as a part of dance attire. (Note: this rule excludes beadwork.)

6. Cassette tapes are acceptable for music sources.

C. Time Limit- Ten (10) minutes total time on stage.

1. Total time begins with the announcement by a team member.

2. If any article of any outfit remains on the stage when the next dance is called, a ten (10) point penalty will be applied by each judge to the “Performance of the Dance” section for the offending lodge. The Indian Events Chairman will notify each judge when such a penalty is to be imposed. All team members should be prepared to talk with judges if asked.  
D. Miscellaneous Information:
1. Authenticity in all aspects of the team dance competition will be stressed.

2. Group dance competition will take place Saturday afternoon of the Conclave.

INDIVIDUAL DANCE 

Any number of contestants from each lodge may participate in the Pow-Wow dress competition. The following rules will apply:

1. Dancers must wear appropriate, authentic outfits. There are many styles, but they may include as their elements a hair roach, neck and/or back bustle, moccasins, bells, breechcloths, and miscellaneous accessories such as beaded cuffs, belts, armbands, chokers, etc. War bonnets and chief’s clothing are not allowed.
2. No part of any protected species on any outfit. Violations of this rule will result in automatic disqualification.

3. Dance in the style dictated by your outfit. There are several styles of dancing. It does not matter what kind of dance you do as long as you dance in the style dictated by your regalia. Do not mix outfits. A dancer dressed as an Oklahoma War Dance should look like one when he dances, and not like an Iroquois. Dancers may compete in one style of individual dance. If the dancer owns more than one outfit, he must select which style he will dance in competition.

4. Losing an article from your outfit during the dance contest is grounds for automatic disqualification. It is considered good etiquette for the dancer to disqualify himself in these events. This rule must be applied at the conclusion of each dance and those involved must be informed by the judges at that time.

5. All contestants must register and confirm their registration at the meeting prior to the star of the dance competition. Contestants will be issued a number to be worn during the competition.

6. All dancers must be under 21 years of age, registered with their lodge, and registered as a Conclave participant.

7. Dancers must be prepared to dance either indoors or outdoors.

8. American flags should not be used as outfit apparel per the guidelines of the United States Code. Therefore, no type of U.S. Flag will be permitted as a part of dance attire. Note: This rule excludes beadwork.

9. There will be five categories of dance: Fancy, Grass, Straight, Old Time Sioux, and Traditional. 

CLOTHING COMPETITION
A. The basis for judging outfits shall be:
1. Outfits must be authentic and must represent a true American Indian design.

2. The quality of workmanship contributed by the maker of his personal, authentic outfit will be a pint of consideration. Therefore, authentic outfits with more quality will receive a higher rating than authentic outfits with lesser quality work. Beadwork, feather work, ribbon work, fringe work, clothe work, etc, shall be judged on their craftsmanship and quality. However, judges will also consider quantity versus quality. A small amount of beadwork would not necessarily be superior to ribbon and fringe work, etc. Therefore, each outfit must be judged on the type of work with appropriate quality for the type of craftsmanship.

3. General appearance and the overall attractiveness of the outfit will be taken into consideration when judging the outfit. The individual’s outfit components should be coordinated to relay an overall effect of continuity in the outfit.

4. Participants must be under 21 years of age, registered at the Conclave and may enter only one outfit for the competition.

B. The grading system shall be:
1. The outfit must be the participant’s own outfit. He cannot wear a borrowed or loaned outfit or outfit components and claim these as his own. If wearing items not made by the participant, the participant must inform the judges of this fact when being judged. Outfits must be at least 75% the participant’s own work. The individual style evaluation forms will be used to judge each category. (Old Time Sioux, Traditional, Fancy, Grass, and Oklahoma or Straight)

2. All being judged are on their honor to abide by rule “A” of this section. Infractions of this rule could result in total disqualification from the outfit competition.

C. Individual Outfit Awards and Categories

1. A First Place Award is in each event will be given: (a) Old Time Sioux, (b) Contemporary Traditional, (c) Fancy, (d) Northern Grass, (e) Straight Dance.

2.   For a new category, outfit submissions must be made at the Council of Chiefs planning meeting prior to the Conclave.

2011 American Indian Activities

Schedule of Events during Conclave
Friday

10:00 PM- Meet the judges- Location TBA
· Informal dance busk to be held after the opening show. All participants with outfits including those over the age of 21 are encouraged to participate. 
Friday Night Dance Busk - “Meet the Judges”-Traditionally the American Indian Activities committee has held a “Judges Meeting” on Friday night after the opening show. This has been a way AIA participants to meet and greet with the judges. After Conclave 2010 an overwhelming number of AIA participants, including lodge dance and singing advisors over the age of 21, requested an activity in which they specifically could dress out in dance clothes and participate. For Conclave 2011 the AIA Committee proposes we have an informal dance busk added Friday night’s schedule. This will be an opportunity for adults and youth to dance side by side in fellowship. It also provides an opportunity for individual dancers and judges to interact one on one to address any concerns or rules. The AIA Committee would like this program to last no longer than one hour, and will proceed with a tentative schedule.
Saturday
9:00 AM- 12:00 PM- All dancers wishing to have their outfits critiqued should report to the American Indian Activities pavilion

· Lunch will be provided by the lunch kiosk located at the American Indian Activities pavilion (Dancers and their respective advisors only please, spectators should eat lunch at their designated location)

12:30 PM- All participants of American Indian Activities (Team Dance, Team Singing, & Drumming, Individual Dance) should report to the American Indian Activities pavilion

1:00 PM- Team Dance competition begins

1:30 PM- Team Singing & Drumming competition begins

2:00 PM- Powwow begins & activities will follow this order:

· Opening Ceremonies: Grand Entry, Flag Song, Veterans Song, Opening Prayer

· Intertribal Dance

· Grass Dance competition

· Fancy Dance competition

· Intertribal Dance

· Short break ( for singers and dancers to catch their breath and drink some water)

· Intertribal Dance

· Straight Dance competition

· Old Time Sioux Dance competition (Chicken Dance if no separate category is added) 

· Intertribal Dance

· Traditional competition

· Closing Dance

4:00-4:30 PM- Clean up and take down

*Note: All scheduling beginning with Team Dance competition through the Powwow will be tentative. Listen carefully for announcements, and be sure to attend judges meeting on Friday night.

*Note: Rain location to determined on site. Any seating directly around the dance arena (hay bales, benches, etc) is reserved for dancers. Spectators and anyone else who enjoys the activities are encouraged to attend and have a good time, but be sure to bring your own seating accommodations. 

*Note: Water and cups will be provided for participants and spectators alike. Water for participants will be located at the judges/MC’s station and spectators’ water cooler will be located under the pavilion
Chicken Dance -  Many of you may or may not know that Chicken Dance is an increasingly popular men’s dance style. In the past we have addressed this style by moving it in with an already existing style, usually Old Time Sioux or Contemporary Traditional, based on a similar move by National at NOAC. At Indian Summer 2011, National will focus on increasing awareness and promoting Chicken Dance in preparation to possibly add this category at NOAC 2012. Because of an increasing amount of young men in SR9 who choose Chicken Dance as their primary style of dance, the AIA Committee proposes to add Chicken Dance as an additional Individual dance competition. 
Attention Dance Team Advisers, Singing & Drumming Advisers, and Potential Judges:

All documentation regarding Team Dance and Team Singing and Drumming must be submitted to American Indian Activities Adviser (Mark Hayes) by no later than March 31, 2011. Any team without proper documentation will be allowed to participate, but will not be judged.

All candidates for judges must have qualifications send to American Indian Activities Adviser (Mark Hayes) by no later than March 31, 2011.

Send all documentation to:

Mark Hayes

710 Small Lake Drive

Odenville, AL 35120

Fax: 205-640-1798

Phone: 205-640-1758

Mrkchk50@aol.com
Judges:
Head Judge: William Hayes

The American Indian Activities Committee would like for each lodge participating to AIA to provide a list of potential judges, with their qualifications and experience listed for review by the AIA Advisor by March 31tst, 2011. We would like at least one judge from each lodge and are committed to providing the youth of SR9 the most experienced and knowledgeable judges available. Please make sure that they are well qualified prior to submission for selection.

Mail or Fax judges resume to:

Mark Hayes

710 Small Lake Drive

Odenville, Al 35120

(205) 640-1798

Mrkchk50@aol.com
Needs:
The Service Lodge will need to provide the following:

- Source of electricity

- Two picnic tables

- Sixteen folding chairs

- Three tarps

- Hay bales or benches for the arena

- Water and/or Gatorade

- Several trash cans

- Lunch served on-site for dancers and judges

- Forty-two (42) SR-9 Conclave patches for AIA awards

Awards:

The following will be awarded:

- First, Second, and Third Place Team Singing and Drumming

- First, Second, and Third Place Individual Dance in the 5 men’s styles

- First, Second, and Third Place Individual Outfit in the 5 men’s styles

- First, Second, and Third Place Team Dance

- The SR-9 Elgixin Award: Given to the lodge found most worthy in carrying on the traditions of the Native Americans. This award is designed to reward the lodge who scores the most points in competition and participation in the AIA at the SR-9 conclave. The lodge with the most points will win the award, based on the following system:

First Place- 10 points

Second Place- 7 points

Third Place- 5 points

Participation- 3 points

All awards will be 5”x7” plaques with 2011 SR-9 Conclave patch. Projected cost of each plaque is $10, provided by All-Star Trophies in Trussville, Alabama.

